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Legal analysis of the 2023 armed conflict between Israel and Hamas
(Islamic and Jihadi resistance group)

Mohammad Sikandar Matin & Hamida Athar

Abstract
Israel officially announced the start of a large military operation called "Iron
Swords."” These attacks resulted in the deaths of many civilians and the
displacement of thousands of families. Therefore, analyzing the behavior of
Palestinian militants and Israeli armed forces in accordance with international
humanitarian law and customary rules of warfare is necessary. In this article,
we employed analytical and descriptive methods to examine the crimes
committed in Gaza and reached the following conclusions: contrary to popular
belief, on one hand, Israeli security forces in Gaza have committed war crimes
and crimes against humanity, with their actions involving violations of
international human rights law and international criminal law, breaches of
humanitarian law, violations of children's rights, gender-based violence, and

violence against migrants.

Keywords: Armed conflicts in Gaza, international humanitarian law, war

rimes and crimes against humanity .
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1. Evaluating digital open-source imagery: a guide for judges and fact-finders,

2024, art. 3.
2. Elements of Crime, ICC, 2022.
3. Genova Convention IV, 1949, arts. 49 and 147, API, arts. 85(4) (a).

4. General Recommendation 30 of the Committee on the Elimination of
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5.ICRC Customary International Humanitarian Law, 2005, Volume I: Rules.
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Guidance Document, ICRC, (2004).

7. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966.
8.Rome Statute, 1998, art 25(b).
9.See A/HRC/56/CRP/4,2024, para 418.

10. The ICC Gender Policy 2023 emphasizes the need to contextualize crimes and
understands the survivor's point of view, stating that that forced removal of a veil
may be experienced as “forced nudity” and may qualify as a form of sexual
violence. https://www .icc—cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-12/2023-policy-
gender-en-web.pdf, para 62.
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3. https://'www .icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2022-12/2022-12-07-Policy-on-
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4. https://www icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-12/2023-policy-gender-en-
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