[ Downloaded from srqjl.knu.edu.af on 2026-03-30 ]

[ DOI: 10.62134/srqjl/v3.i18.202509.38 |

(\ Scientific-research Quarterly Journal Law r —
Tron Knowledge Of \BaJ
=\

Khatam Al-Nabieen University ‘—3/

Volume 3, Issue 8, Summer 2025

The Relationship Between Rational Independents and
Natural Law in the Views of Contemporary Legal Thinkers

Mohammad Ali Heydari

Abstract

Despite epistemological transformations and philosophical shifts in
Western civilization, the doctrine of "natural law" remains one of the
influential theoretical foundations in ethics, law, and political thought,
and continues to play a role in the interpretation of human and civil
rights today. This article aims to explore the possibility of conceptual
equivalence between "natural law" in the Western tradition and
"rational independents™ (al-mustaqillat al-‘aqliyya) in Islamic thought.
The necessity of this investigation arises from the fact that some Islamic
thinkers consider rational independents as referring to intrinsic good
and evil, and regard them as possessing capacities similar to those of
natural rights.

The research method employed in this study is analytical-comparative,
focusing on Islamic philosophical and jurisprudential sources to
examine and comparatively evaluate the concepts. The findings
indicate that although there are similarities in rational foundations and
teleology between the two doctrines, fundamental differences in their
modes of explanation, epistemological status, and the role of reason in
each tradition prevent complete alignment.

Keywords: Natural law, natural rights, rational independents,
entailment, contemporary legal thought
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